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Helpful Information 

 To report your child’s  
         absence please call  
         672-5400 X 1. 

 No student can be signed out 
after 1:30 pm. 

 The Panther Post is published 
in 9 issues (Sept—May).  It is a 
publication of Collins PTA. 

 Email submissions and adver-
tisements to collinsptamarket-
ing@gmail.com by the 3rd 
Friday of each month. 

 

Well its finally here… cooler weather! We would like to send out a big thank you 
to the Teachers, Students, and Parent volunteers who made our fall festival  
such a great success.  We did things a little different this year, and I think it was 
a hit. The entertainment was great, the games were fun and the pumpkins were 
very creative. 

 

Our cookie dough fundraiser was also a big success. Thank you to all who placed 
an order! 

 

Wednesday, November 9th is report card/ conference night from 4:00pm-
7:30pm. Thursday, November 10th we will have a Veteran’s Day celebration in 
honor of all those who gave the ultimate sacrifice for our country.  

 

Thank you to all who have become members of the PTA this year. If you have 
not joined yet, its not too late. We would love to have you.  

 

We hope you have a wonderful and safe Thanksgiving holiday. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Debbie Wilson 

PTA President 
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Principal’s Corner by Mr. Steve Sims 

 

Hello Parents, 

It’s hard to believe we are talking about Thanksgiving already.  Here is just a quick reminder of the upcom-

ing events for November here at Collins. 

 

November 9 –Report Card Pick-Up Night 4-7:30 p.m. 

November 10th- Veterans Day Celebration 9:00 a.m. 

November 11th- NO School 

November 16-Science Night 

November 21nd-25h –Thanksgiving Break 

 

Once again, thank you for your help in making Collins Elementary one of the finest schools in Hills-

borough County.  The faculty and staff at Collins are committed to you and your child to continue the tra-

ditions and excellence we have worked extremely hard to build. 

Go Panthers! 

Steven Sims 

Principal 

 
 

Principal’s Corner 

 

A BIG Collins thank you to everyone who helped make Collins Fall 

Festival a success.  A special thank you to David Weekly Homes and 

K Hovnanian Homes for their generous contributions. 
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Safety First Please!!! 
Please remember to drive the speed 

limit through Panther’s Trace.  Also 

please do not block the entrance to 

any of the  subdivisions. Many of our 

students walk to and from school. 

Their safety is our first priority!  

Shayn Barry 

Bricelyn Bedenbaugh 

Olivia Brown 

Nicholas Holmers 

Vanessa Joyner 

Jasmynn Montgomery 

Robert O’Donnell 

Andreiya Pitt 

Abigayle Spiess 

October Kindergarten 

 Citizens of the Month  

Parents, please be respectful of our homeowners by not 
parking in front of the entrances/exits to the subdivisions, 
and by not parking on their grass.  We have had many 
complaints of broken sprinkler heads, which are being 
replaced at the homeowner’s expense.  We understand the 
parking issue is an inconvenience to you all, however the 
schools hands are tied.  This is a Panther's Trace Home-
owner’s Association issue.  Please contact the Homeown-
ers Association with any questions.  Thank you! 

 

Congratulations to Mr.  

Oosterling!! 

 

 

 

 

Collins Elementary Teacher 
of the Year 
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Don’t forget to save your BOX TOPS!  Go to boxtops4education.com for details. 

Simply collect your box tops on specially marked items and paste them here.  Drop this form off to your teacher.  
We collect these forms and submit them.  ALL proceeds will go directly to the SUNSHADE over the PE courts!! 
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SPIRIT NIGHTS ARE BACK! 

Why cook when you can have pizza?  Show your school spirit and come to East Coast Pizza 

Keep an eye out in your child’s agenda for upcoming dates.  They have been gracious 

enough to donate 10% of Collins Sales that evening to Collins.  Don’t forget to mention 

you are from Collins. 

Look for the signs in front of the school as a reminder to eat lots of pizza. 

Everyone loves BBQ!! Sonny’s in Sun City will be hosting Spirit Nights! They will be  

donating 10% of their evening sales to Collins.  You can even order to go! Let them know 

you are from Collins.  We are very excited about our new partnership with them! Look 

for upcoming dates in  December. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

       

  1 
East Coast Spirit 
Night 

2 3 4 
Terrific Kids 8:30 
CKOTM 9:15 

5 

6 7 8 9 
Report Card Pick-
up 4:00-7:30 

10 
Veteran’s Day 
Celebration 

11 
No School 
 

12 

13 14 15 16 
Family Science 
Night 

17 
Picture Re-take Day 
 
Great American 
Teach-In 

18 
Sno Cone Sale 

19 

20 21 
 
 
No School 
 

22 23 24 
 

25 26 

27 28 29 30 
 

   

   November 2011 
WORD OF THE MONTH:                          Thankful 



 

 

 

 

October was an exciting month for our students at Collins.   We worked 
on Saying No To Drugs!   Our students created their own pledge, made 
class banners, wrote, and completed activities in their workbooks provid-
ed by the Mendez Foundation.  On Wednesday, October 26, our students 
set the tone with the color red.  We ended Friday, by Booooooooing 
Drugs!!!!!!! We are also hoping that many of our students’ Say No To 
Drugs posters will be chosen for the Learning for Life Calendar put out 
each year by the Boy Scouts of America Even though Honesty/
Trustworthy was the word of the month for October, please continue to 
talk about the importance of being Honest, along with always showing 
Respect and being Responsible. 

  

The word for November is Thankful.  We want our students to be able to 
express their gratitude.  This is such an important trait. This is a great 
time to encourage the writing of thank you letters, giving compliments, 
showing appreciation, and using manners.  It ties in with our Thanksgiv-
ing holiday and the importance of being a family member. Please encour-
age your child this month to practice being thankful. 

 

At Collins, we are also thankful for the awesome career speakers that will 
be talking to our children during the week of November 14th through 
the 18th.   While your child(ren) are at Collins Elementary, they will be 
introduced to a wide variety of careers.  Please ask your child to share 
which careers they were introduced to and what they learned from each 
presenter.  We want to help establish the foundation for planning career 
paths.  Please talk to your child about the career(s) that you have in your 
family tree.  Share the highlights, along with positive and negative aspects 
of your career.  Let them know what you needed to do to prepare for 
your career. 

 

 

I will soon be choosing new mediators from 4th grade to begin the process 
of becoming effective mediators.  Our fifth grade mediators have been 
helping to solve conflicts in a positive way.   Peer mediation is a great 
way to solve conflicts.  If your child goes to mediation, they will be learn-
ing lifelong skills on how to peacefully solve conflicts.  Mediation is a 
positive solution that usually ends in a win-win.   Mediation is a positive 
way to deal with conflicts and can help anyone of any age! 

  

We are so glad that you are a part of Collins Elementary. 

 

 

   Collins Elementary 

Character Traits 

August—Respect 

September—Responsible 

October—Honest/Trustworthy 

November— Thankful 

December—Caring/Fairness 

January—Self-Discipline 

February—Perseverance 

March—Great Citizens 

April—Courageous/Good Sports 

May—Cooperation                            

Collins Elementary 

Character Pledge 

Respectful, Responsible, 

And Great Citizen, too 

They Bring out the Best 

In Me and You! 

Trustworthiness, and 

Being Fair 

Help to Show Others 

That We Really Care 

We All Know What’s Right 

We All Know What’s Good, 

We Will Do the Things 

We Know We Should!!! 
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Guidance Corner 

By:  Sue Chapin, Counselor 
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Greetings from Collins Café, 

During the month of October, we have been celebrating National School Lunch.  The theme this year is “Let’s Grow 

Healthy”.  We have been featuring many more fresh vegetables and fruits on our menus. 

Some of our items are broccoli dippers, baby carrots, roasted vegetables and sweet potato bake to name a few, more sal-

ads are on the menu as well and have become very popular. 

When an item is new on our menu, I have been going around the cafeteria with a sample tray.  This has been working 

out great.  It gives the students a chance to try something new and many of them will pick up the item as part of their 

lunch. 

I really enjoy interacting with the students and getting their feedback. 

The grace period for children who received free lunch last school year expired on October 4th.  A new application can 

be filled out at any time.  These applications can be filled out on line, sent directly to central processing or returned to 

me. 

Please feel free to contact me at any time with any questions or concerns at 672-5400 ext. 227.  Student Nutrition Ser-

vices would like to wish you and your families a very Happy Thanksgiving. 

 

Till next time. 

Susan Paszkowski 

SNS Manager 

Greetings From Collins Café: 
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On behalf of the Collins Elementary Kindergarten Team, thanks so much for all your help with our Storybook 
Character Costume Parade. 

 

Michelle Spiess 

Alba Hoekstra 

Stacy Brown 

Lenae O'Donnell 

Jill Krause 

Sara Drews 
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Early Release Mondays 

Just a reminder that every Monday is an early release day.   

Students are released 1 hour early.   
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OCTOBER TERRIFIC KIDS  
   Sponsored by the S.C.C. Kiwanis Club, Casper’s McDonalds, and SweetBay 

Adriana Amaro 

Jaxon Bennet 

Shayn Barry   

Owen Bartel  

Rachel Brown  

Jalen Busey  

Mia Cervetti  

Sophia D’Amore  

Alexander Desbury  

Karalyn DiCesare 

Kaylen Drada 

Mackenzie Eitel 

Kristina Elliott 

Sofia Escobar 

Sashley Francisco 

Nina Gadhiraju 

Gabriel Gonzalez 

Thalia Gonzalez 

Deja Hargrove 

Sophia Hallock 

Morgan Hussey 

Grant Jackson 

Briana Lovett 

DarrickLovett 

Mya Luster 

Julia Martinez 

Megan Maurer 

Langston Miller 

Treasure Mulkey 

Alex Nieman 

Yaralis Pacheco 

BraydenParedes 

McKenzie Patton 

Serena Pope 

Cameron Price 

Patricio Pucciarelli 

Amy Recinos 

Julia Rennels 

Zachary Reviere 

Alenjandro Riow 

Bianca Rivera 

Desiree Rivera 

Cole Rodriquez 

Shaylin Sharp 

Balin Simmons 

Alexis Smith 

Ashlee Spaulding 

MigeilyToledo 

Daniella Torres 

Julie Tran 

Coraliz Valentin 

Morgan Williams 

Tamia Williams 

 

OCTOBER Honesty Students  

sponsored by Mimi’s Café, Ruby Tuesday’s,  Sweetbay, and Casper’s McDonalds Corp. 

Monique Alicea                                          

Evan Arias-Johnson                               

Riley Balenger                                           

Tyler Bennett                                             

Hope Brooks                                              

Madalin Bruce                                           

Kaitlyn Burden                                          

Anad Charles                                             

Hannah Conger                                         

Mellanie Cordeiro                                     

Christian Duverge 

Damani Daniels-Istipliler 

Suhaley Echevarria 

Kaitlyn Escobar 

Kayla Fernandez 

Aidan Goldenberg 

Brianna Gonzalez 

Marcus Helguin 

 

Harrison Hensley 

Marcus Hill 

Bailey Jackson 

Abbigayle Jordan 

Akyja Jordan 

Taylor Knight 

Yaritza Kweyte 

Paul McGann 

Taylor Messerschmitt 

LazaroMeza-Rodriquez 

Madison Padilla 

Justice Parks 

Reese Peterson 

Patrick Pittard 

Alexa Rangel 

Mason Reid 

Nya Rivera 

Ethan Robinson 

 

Hannah Rowe 

Chloe Saling 

Zariah “Heaven” Sanchez 

Jillian Sawyer 

Isabel Schulz 

Ty’Reonna Singletary 

Jonathan Smith 

Evelyn Staubitz 

William Thomas 

Ava Tonkin 

Bryan Trinidad-Ruiz 

Arianaliz Valentin 

Duncan Viramontes 

Jessica Wilson                                                                                

Lindsey Wilson 

Katelyn Wood 

Naijah Yoder  
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COLLINS ELEMENTARY YEARBOOK 

EARLY BIRD SPECIAL FOR ONLY $20.00! 

ORDER BY DECEMBER 31, 2011. 

(AFTER 12‐31‐11 PRICE WILL BE $25.00) 

 
 
 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________  

NAME (PLEASE PRINT) 

 
 

 

 

 _______________________________________________________________________________________________________    ____________________________________________________________  

TEACHER NAME  GRADE 

 

 

ORDER YOUR YEARBOOK BY CHECK‐BY 12‐31‐11 PAY $20.00 

ORDER YOUR YEARBOOK AFTER 12‐31‐11 PAY $25.00 
 

Return this order form with a check for the amount shown below to your child’s teacher by 

December 31, 2011 and pay $20.00 Please make your check out to Collins Elementary School. 

 

I have included a check for: $  . 

Receipts will be given to students. Books are distributed in the spring. 

 

ORDER YOUR YEARBOOK BY CREDIT CARD (surcharge applies) 
Call 1.866.287.3096 or Go to www.YearbookOrderCenter.com 

Use order number 11654  
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