Collins PTA General Membership Meeting

January 12, 2012

Meeting called to order @ 6:34pm by Debbie Wilson, President

Board members present:  Debbie Wilson, Cheryl Wagner, Terry Barbee, Lynn Reggi, Tracy Kersey, Karin McQueen, Courtney Vickers, Michelle Spiess and Meredith Bippen

Board members absent:  None

Quorum present:  See sign in sheet for general members and PTA board members
Guest Speaker:  Steve Sims, Principal of Collins, welcomed and thanked membership.  He acknowledged the PTA for the sunshade which has finally been completed over the playground in the back of school serving grades 3-5.  Mr. Sims discussed the matching funds program through the county and how the program may be discontinuing.   He would like to be able to take advantage of a matching donation on something we can purchase for the school this year while we have the chance to use the funds.   Since we are a long way from the necessary funds to cover the PE courts as planned, he introduced the idea of an electronic marquee to be put in place of our existing marquee.  This new marquee would enable the school to communicate more effectively with parents as well as be used as a fundraising tool in the future.  Our current marquee would be moved to the end of the carpool loop by the fence and be used by the PTA.  
Cheryl Wagner, Vice President of Fundraising, asked about other ideas for using the matching funds if we didn’t use it for the sign.  Mr. Sims explained how the school has written grants for new technology which in the past year has covered Elmos, Smart Boards, the new computer lab, and a new computer for each classroom.   The school is also working on a grant with Home Depot to get some permanent canopies on the fields used by PE for shade.  He assured the membership that the goal of placing a sunshade over the PE courts has not been abandoned, just postponed. 
There was much discussion from the general membership over the purchase of an electronic marquee.  After a lengthy question and answer session, Tracy Kersey, VP Membership, made a motion for the PTA to spend $13,480.00 on an electronic marquee to be placed in front of the school.  Motion passed.  
Officer Reports:

Debbie Wilson, President, discussed upcoming PTA fundraisers to include our monthly Sno Cone sales, Candy Grams in February for Valentines Day, Otis Spunkmeyer cookie dough in April.  She also discussed the General Election at our May meeting and the need to fill open positions.  

Tracy Kersey, VP Membership, reports 236 members to date.

Meeting adjourned @ 7:20pm by Debbie Wilson, President

Respectfully submitted by Karin McQueen, PTA Secretary

