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Helpful Information 

• To report your child’s  

         absence please call  

         672-5400 X 1. 

• No student can be signed out 

after 1:30 pm. 

• The Panther Post is published 

in 9 issues (Sept—May).  It is a 

publication of Collins PTA. 

• Email submissions and 

advertisements to 

pta@collinspta.net by the 3rd 

Friday of each month. 

Spring is finally here!  Can you believe we are now into our fourth quarter here at Collins?  

Where has the year gone?  Be sure to check out the school and PTA websites for all the 

happenings at Collins Elementary for our last few months.  There are many exciting events 

being planned for the staff & children! 

Congratulations to all the students on a job well done during the FCAT/SAT testing period.  We 

know you performed at your very best and for that we are proud. 

The last General PTA Meeting of the year is scheduled for April 22, 2010 at 6:30pm.  This final 

meeting of the year includes a vote for your new PTA Executive Board 2010/2011.  We are 

proud to have such a wonderful group of parent volunteers step up and be the voice of the 

children of Collins.  This meeting will also include the final details of the year as we wrap up.  

Refreshments will be served. 

Thank you to all the parents/families who came out to help make Collins beautiful on Saturday, 

March 20th.  The day was a success! It is parents like you who make our school the BEST!    

Again, we THANK YOU for your support to Collins.  We are proud of our parents, students and 

teachers.  Please do not forget to log in all of your volunteer hours.  We value every minute of 

your time.   

Have a safe and happy Spring Break!  Enjoy! 

Best Regards, 

Christine Lynch, PTA President 

GENERAL PTA MEETING 

April 22, 2010 

Cafeteria  6:30pm 

 

Elections Meeting 

Vote 2010/2011 PTA Executive 

Board 

 

Come to the final meeting of the 

year!  We have a lot of information 

to share as we near the end of the 

school year. 

Refreshments will be served. 

(Note:  Quorum must be present) 

BOOK FAIR 

It is time for the Spring Book 

Fair at Collins! 

Come to the Media Center 

beginning April 2nd to buy a new 

BOOK!   

The Fair will end April 8th. 

Please remember there is a 7% 

sales tax to all items purchased! 
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February Perseverance 

Students at Collins Elementary 

sponsored by MiMi’s Café, Casper’s 

McDonald’s, and Chick-fil-A 

 

 Lola Atkinson 

Madelin Bruce 

Mia Cervetti 

Thao Chau 

Julianna Dargie 

Ashleigh Denney 

Sofia Distefano 

Brandon Elders 

Dylan Evans 

Jania Ferguson 

Hunter Harrison 

Isabella Herrera 

Avery Hippard 

Renetrice Jacobs 

Aaron Jones 

Ariana Keister 

Hayleigh Kittel 

Kara Lucardie 

Megan Maurer 

Jediah Mentore 

Lucas Morgan 

Grizzly Muniz 

Dylan Niner 

Adrian Perez 

Nick Perez 

Jasmine Puig 

Iziah Quarles 

Brian Quigley 

Giovanni Ramirez 

Braham Raso 

Michael Rivera 

Tyrone Roberts 

Joshua Rowe 

Zachary Shavinore 

Aiden Simmons 

Abigal Spano 

Brianna Then 

Lyndajzha Thomas 

Rochelle Thomas 

Diego Torres 

Julie Tran 

Christopher Vails 

Jonathon Villazon 

Katerina Wentzell 

Sarah Westcott 

Shane Williams 

Kevin Yambo 

SanJuana Zertuche 

March was another exciting month for our students at Collins Elementary.  

Our K Kids continue to read to their buddies and reinforce good behavior 

with special stickers.   Reading is such an important component of learning. 

There are five main building blocks that can help your child be a successful 

reader.  Remember, you are your child’s first teacher and that reading does not 

usually come naturally to a child.  It takes lots of practice.  Phonemic 

awareness is the first steppingstone in learning to read.  Read aloud to your 

child – play word games – sing songs and say poems, rhymes, etc. – focus with 

your children the sounds in a word.  It is important for your child to recognize 

familiar written words and decode and identify unknown ones.  Encourage 

your child to read to you, look for words around you, practice writing – 

drawing can help make it more fun!  You can also help your child with fluency 

by rereading familiar books, listening to a book on tape, reading aloud to your 

child, make lists of common words, and gently help your child with words 

misread.  Teach your child one new word a day with its meaning.  Help break 

the word apart and then use it often when speaking.   Give your child a 

dictionary as a special present.   Help them discover the magic of how to sound 

out a word, break it into parts, its meaning(s), use in a sentence.   Talk 

together and explore new subjects and interests.  Make sure you ask questions 

as you read a story to your child. Have your child compare stories and retell 

the story to you.   A great question to end the night with is “What have you 

learned today by reading?” 

The word for April is Courageous/Good Sport!  At Collins, we want our 

students to practice doing the right thing in the face of difficulty and following 

their conscience instead of the crowd!  We help our students to use their 

potential to the fullest. Just as you do, we encourage our students to strive for 

their best in all situations!  Please discuss with your child/children what being 

Courageous/Good Sport means throughout the month of April.  Please feel 

free to use your Courageous/Good Sport ideas from the monthly calendar. 

Remember, too, it is never too early for our students to begin creating their 

career path starting with career awareness.   Talk with your child about family 

careers – create a career family tree.  This will share family values, personal 

abilities, skills, interests, and other fascinating information.   You might want 

to share about any stereotyping that was involved in your career path. Discuss 

with them the requirements necessary for and on the job.  It is important for 

our students to learn how to make decisions, set goals, understand planning, 

and develop interests.  This will help make the path to the world of work 

smoother. 

Our new mediators will be soon be finished training.   Mediation is such a 

great way to solve conflicts and students sent to mediation may gain lifelong 

skills and how to better solve conflicts.  This is even more important in today’s 

world! Our mediators are always fine-tuning their talents by helping our 

students to win/win in situations.   They have developed fantastic mediation 

skills, useful throughout life! 

Please remember to let our supporters – Mimi’s Café, Sun City Pizza Hut, 

McDonald’s (Casper's Corp.), Chick-Fil-A, and SweetBay know how much we 

truly appreciate their support.   

We are so glad that you are part of our school.  You are the Best!!!! 

 

Sue Chapin, Counselor 
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Why cook when you can have pizza?  Show your school spirit and come to East Coast Pizza 

on April 6th.  They have been gracious enough to donate 20% of ALL COLLINS SALES. 

  Don’t forget to mention you are from Collins and you’ll be entered into a drawing to win 

something special! 

Look for the signs in front of the school as a reminder to treat yourself to pizza! 

EAST COAST PIZZA SPIRIT NIGHT   

February Terrific Kids   
at Collins Elementary sponsored by the 
SCC Kiwanis Club, Casper’s McDonald’s, 

Ruby Tuesday and SweetBay 

February Kindergarten Citizens of the Month at 

Collins Elementary 

Sponsored by the SCC Pizza Hut 

SHOW COLLINS SPIRIT!  COME EAT PIZZA! 

Greetings from Collins Café, 
We had a very successful Gold Coin contest on March 18 & 19.  
Each child had a chance to win a gold Shamrock at breakfast 
which was then redeemed at lunch for prizes ranging from 
pencils, bookmarks, fruit snacks, and even ice cream sundaes!  
Once again we all had fun with our students.   

We will be having a few new items on our menus including 
Fiesta Macaroni, a new brand of frozen arctic ices that are 
served in a cup, and cheese quesadillas served with salsa!  
Yummy! 

We will be inviting Dads for Lunch on Friday, April 2, 2010.  
Pizza will be served that day as well as other choices.  Lunch 
prices will be $3.50 which include the main entrée plus a 
choice of up to three sides and a drink.  All Dads will receive a 
complimentary dessert!  We look forward to seeing you! 

With these tough economic times upon us, many more children 
are receiving free lunch.  It is not too late to submit an 
application to see if you qualify. 

If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to call 
me at 672-5400 ext. 227. 

Have a wonderful Spring Break!  
Till next time. 

Always, 

Susan Paszkowski, SNS Manager, Collins Elementary School 

Rachel Brown 

Mariajosse Claudio 

Gabriella Johnson 

Joseph Joyner 

Alyssa King 

Sirinya Reneau 

Jordan Scott 

Victoria Terrazas 

Alicia Watson 

Erianne Aberin                                             

Xzavier Bergan                                             

Kerrigan Blakemore                                    

Adrian Broco                                                 

Austin Buelna                                               

Madison Carney                                           

Micah Covatch                                              

Matthew Cutcher 

Matthew Doll 

Aiden Fiske 

Isabelle Gonzalez 

Grace Harrison 

Brendon Herrick 

Jordan Johnston 

Ronnie King 

Gabi  Knight 

Joniyah Lonon 

Madilyn McMillan 

Brynn McQueen 

Camila Meiggs 

Neil Mejia 

Josiah Mentore 

Katherine Nelson 

Madison Padilla 

Angela Pero 

Jennifer Pineiro 

Brien Piske 

Chris Plaza 

Cassiel Ramos 

Jaylen Reed 

Ginamarie Rescigno 

Corey Rice 

Zack Rice 

Liliana Rita 

Sophia Rogan 

Kalista Rojas 

Georgia Romano 

Lyuis Ruiz 

James Santiago 

Bradley Santos 

Maya Smith 

Caylan Steed 

Dylan Tripak   

 Andrew Valentin        

 Nicole Vega-Horvath   

 Duncan Viramontes    

 Try’von Whitehead  

 Jordan Williams   

 Brandon Zonata                                                                                                                                                                                                                           



Book Exchange 

It's time to start cleaning off your bookshelves!  The PTA is sponsoring a book exchange.  

Students will be able to bring in their gently used books that they don't read anymore 

and exchange them for something “new.” 

 

The collection period to bring in books will be from April 26th-May 4th.   Your student 

will receive a certificate that they will be able to bring back on May 5th to pick out their 

new books.  The classroom with the most books will receive a special treat.  Please do not 

send in any books before the collection period starts as we will not have a place to store 

them. 

 

Look for more details in a flyer that will be sent home later this month. 
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FIELD DAY 

It is that time again for the annual Field Day at Collins Elementary!  On Friday, 

April 9, 2010, all students will participate in various FUN activities! 

Would you like to volunteer?  Please notify Coach Christ and Coach M. 

The following supplies are welcome to help make the day a success: 

Sponges, Kool-aid mix, Bottled Water, Beads, Stickers & Cups.  You may send all 

donations in with your child.  THANK YOU for your support! 

5th GRADE NEWS 

The 5th Grade will be selling pizza, chips, candy & soft drinks on Conference Night.   

Support the 5th Grade!  Eat PIZZA!! 

Hours:  4:00pm to 7:30pm 

Would you like to volunteer?  Contact the 5th Grade team. 

Please be on the lookout for various Fundraisers to help the 5th Grade  

have a special end of the year Banquet & Field Trip. 

Congratulations to our Fifth Grade!!! 
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A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO….. 

All of our volunteers who came out to help paint on March 20th… 

All of our families who purchased a BRICK to leave your legacy…. 

Ms. Karen Sloan, grandmother of Jessica Wilson, who sewed 

VESTS for our Student Council…. 

All of our parent volunteers who regularly work in the Media 

Center….. 

Raymow for our gorgeous flowers around the Marquee….. 

BOX TOPS 

Thank you very much for your 

participation in our Box Top 

program! 

We raised $1592.50 for the 

year!! 

Keep them coming! 

We are thankful to have your 

support in our 

BoxTops4Education program! 

You are the BEST!! 

SNO CONES 

Collins PTA will be selling           

Sno Cones on  

Thursday, April 1st during lunch 

and Friday, April 9th during Field 

Day.   

Try our YUMMY new Spring 

flavors for only $1.00. 

What a tasty treat!! 

 



Celebrate ARBOR DAY with a TREE! 

Color me 

GREEN! 
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COLOR       

ME 

GREEN! 
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Character Counts!! 

Do you know an amazing 

person at Collins?   

Tell them WHY!! 

 

Simply fill out this form and 

turn it in to Mrs. Chapin. 

 

Our school sure is the BEST in 

Hillsborough County!!  

The Just 4 Fun fee is $65.00 which includes a J4F t-shirt & medal, certificate of 

competition and 6 games. Early Registration is available online at dndjust4fun.com. All 

registration fees are non-refundable. WE DO NOT ACCEPT PERSONAL CHECKS.  

CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED.  For more information please contact Just 4 Fun (813) 

446-3974. Sessions are held on the multi-purpose field at Panther Trace. 

Football 8 week session 

Registration Tues. March 16, 2010 

Awards Tues. May 4, 2010 

 

5:00pm-5:50pm  Ages 3-4 

6:00pm-6:50pm Ages 5-7 

7:00pm-7:50pm Ages 8-9 

Soccer 8 week session 

Registration Tues. May 18, 2010 

Awards Tues. July 6, 2010 

  

5:00pm-5:50pm  Ages 3-4 

6:00pm-6:50pm  Ages 5-7 

7:00pm-7:50pm  Ages 8-9 

Just 4 Fun & Panther Trace CDD are implementing positive community activities throughout the year 

 starting with a non-competitive basic skills sports session for boys & girls ages 3-9.  The sessions will be held at the Panther Trace 

multi-purpose field Tuesday evenings. 

Just 4 Fun sessions are designed for learning basic fundamentals, building self confidence, teamwork, 

 and parent interaction. Every child of Just 4 Fun plays and every child wins.  So what are you waiting for?                                        

Take time out of your day Just 4 Fun!            
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SHAW REALTY GROUP  

Dennisse Nieves  
Residential Property Specialist  

 

Cell:   (813) 727-2326  

Office: (813) 671-5555  

Fax:    (813) 856-4502  

dnieves_realtor@yahoo.com  Se Habla Español  

www.affordablehomeintampa.com  

 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

IMPORTANT 

REMINDER to 

sign the Agenda 

DAILY... 

 

    1 Terrific Kids 

8:30 

Book Fair begins 

Sno Cones - PTA 

2  Great Citizens 

8:30 

3  Discuss with 

your child what 

courageous 

means. 

4 5 KCOTM 

 

Collins Cookie 

Dough orders 

due 

6  East Coast 

Pizza Spirit Night 

7  Report Card/

Conference Night 

4:00-7:30pm 

8  Book Fair 

ends 

9  Field Day       

Sno Cones - PTA 

10  Identify people 

that you know who 

are courageous. 

11 12  13 14 15  16 17  Encourage 

your child to 

checkout books 

that deal with 

“courageous.” 

18 19 20 21  Early Release 22 PTA 

Elections & 

end of year 

Meeting  

6:30pm 

23 Hat Day 

Grade 4:  Battle 

of the Books 

 24  Discuss what it 

means and the 

importance of being 

a “Good Sport.” 

25  Scholarship 

warnings sent home 

this week. 

26  Book 

Exchange drop 

off begins…. 

27 28 29  Grade 5 Patrol 

Picnic 

30  NO SCHOOL Did you ask the 

teacher if the 

classroom 

needs anything? 

  

 

     

APRIL 2010 

 

WORD OF THE MONTH:     Courageous/Good Sport 

Thank you to ALL our Collins 

Volunteers!  You are the BEST! 

SPRING BREAK 

NO SCHOOL 
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Sue Chapin, Counselor 
Sue Chapin, Counselor 
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