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As we close out the 2009/2010 school year, there is much to be thankful for.  First, we would 

like to thank our Staff/Teachers/Administration for all that has been accomplished this year, 

all with one common interest in mind, our children.  May 2-8 is Staff/Teacher Appreciation 

Week.  Be sure to let them know how much we appreciate them!  Collins Elementary is a 

phenomenal school to be a part of and I am proud to be part of the team. 

We would also like to thank our Collins Volunteers.  We are very proud to say that we truly 

have the BEST VOLUNTEERS in the County!  Without your support, many things would not 

be possible.  In light of your hard work, Collins and the Collins PTA would like to invite all of 

our volunteers to a breakfast in your honor in the Media Center on May 19, 2010, from 9:00 

to 10:30am.  We would love for you to come and enjoy breakfast with us so we can thank you 

for your dedication to the school.  More details to follow.   

Congratulations to our 5th Grade!  We hope you enjoy your Field Trip and Banquet.  We are 

proud of you and wish you well on your endeavors after Collins.   

The PTA thanks the parents, students, and staff of Collins Elementary for your generosity 

during the 2009/2010 school year.  Here is a list of some of the items and events we were 

able to provide:  Agendas, Birthday Bags, Honor Roll Awards, Panther Pride Awards, Peer 

Mediators at Camp Cristina, Staff & Volunteer Appreciation, Monthly Newsletter, Volunteer 

Breakfast and proudly a Sunshade for the K-2 playground.  As always, for more information, 

please check our website at www.collinspta.net.  We are proud to be a voice for the children 

of Collins. 

Thank you to those who attended our last General PTA Meeting of the year.  We discussed 

the progress of the year plus held our annual elections.  Collins PTA would like to introduce 

the new Executive Board for 2010/2011: 

Debbie Wilson, President 

Cheryl Wagner, VP Programs 

Kim DiCesare, VP Marketing 

Christie Sazy, VP Fundraising 

Congratulations to the new Executive Board.  I am confident this Board will continue to 

devote their time to the care, protection and education of each child.   As always, the PTA’s 

purpose is to foster a closer relationship between the home and the school so that teachers 

and parents may cooperate together in education.  

I would like to personally thank the Principal, Asst. Principal, staff, parents and students for 

allowing me the opportunity to be President for the past two years.  It truly has been an 

honor serving Collins as a Volunteer.  I have enjoyed spending time with the children and, of 

course, getting lots of hugs on a daily basis.  As my family transfers duty stations, I will 

surely miss the Collins family that I have grown close to.  Have a wonderful summer!   

My Best Regards,  Christine Lynch, PTA President 

Lisa Guillory, VP Membership 

Terry Barbee, Treasurer 

Karin McQueen, Secretary 
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March Great Citizens 

at Collins Elementary sponsored by 

MiMi’s Café, Casper’s McDonald’s, 

and Chick-fil-A 

March was another exciting month for our students at Collins Elementary.  

Our K Kids continue to read to their buddies and reinforce good behavior 

with special stickers.   Reading is such an important component of learning. 

There are five main building blocks that can help your child be a successful 

reader.  Remember, you are your child’s first teacher and that reading does 

not usually come naturally to a child.  It takes lots of practice.  Phonemic 

awareness is the first steppingstone in learning to read.  Read aloud to your 

child – play word games – sing songs and say poems, rhymes, etc. – focus with 

your children the sounds in a word.  It is important for your child to 

recognize familiar written words and decode and identify unknown ones.  

Encourage your child to read to you, look for words around you, practice 

writing – drawing can help make it more fun!  You can also help your child 

with fluency by rereading familiar books, listening to a book on tape, reading 

aloud to your child, make lists of common words, and gently help your child 

with words misread.  Teach your child one new word a day with its meaning.  

Help break the word apart and then use it often when speaking.   Give your 

child a dictionary as a special present.   Help them discover the magic of how 

to sound out a word, break it into parts, its meaning(s), use in a sentence.   

Talk together and explore new subjects and interests.  Make sure you ask 

questions as you read a story to your child. Have your child compare stories 

and retell the story to you.   A great question to end the night with is “What 

have you learned today by reading?” 

The word for April is Courageous/Good Sport!  At Collins, we want our 

students to practice doing the right thing in the face of difficulty and 

following their conscience instead of the crowd!  We help our students to use 

their potential to the fullest. Just as you do, we encourage our students to 

strive for their best in all situations!  Please discuss with your child/children 

what being Courageous/Good Sport means throughout the month of April.  

Please feel free to use your Courageous/Good Sport ideas from the monthly 

calendar. 

Remember, too, it is never too early for our students to begin creating their 

career path starting with career awareness.   Talk with your child about family 

careers – create a career family tree.  This will share family values, personal 

abilities, skills, interests, and other fascinating information.   You might want 

to share about any stereotyping that was involved in your career path. Discuss 

with them the requirements necessary for and on the job.  It is important for 

our students to learn how to make decisions, set goals, understand planning, 

and develop interests.  This will help make the path to the world of work 

smoother. 

Our new mediators will be soon be finished training.   Mediation is such a 

great way to solve conflicts and students sent to mediation may gain lifelong 

skills and how to better solve conflicts.  This is even more important in 

today’s world! Our mediators are always fine-tuning their talents by helping 

our students to win/win in situations.   They have developed fantastic 

mediation skills, useful throughout life! 

Please remember to let our supporters – Mimi’s Café, Sun City Pizza Hut, 

McDonald’s (Casper’s Corp.) Chick-Fil-A, and SweetBay know how much we 

truly appreciate their support.   

We are so glad that you are part of our school.  You are the Best!!!! 

Sue Chapin Counselor 

Jenin Abel                                                  

Adriana Amaro                                          

Taylor Ball                                                 

Rylie Birkey  

Josiah Bonafe 

Nathan Bryant 

Anthony Bunn 

Gianna Caligiure 

Adrian Castro 

Sebastian Castro 

Logan Cole 

Juan Esquival 

Jack Fletcher 

Daniela Garzon 

Kailin Henson 

Austin Hill 

Sanaa Hodge-Butler 

Amanda Hodges 

Janya Hollis 

Cheyanne Jenkins 

Lauren Johnston 

Anthony Jones 

Heather Jones 

Devyon Joyce 

Clayton Keene 

Yantza Kweyete 

McKaily Lambert 

Prisca Mathe 

Katie McColgan 

Jarod Mitchell 

Paola Muniz 

Anthony Nieves 

Jennifer Oakey 

Genesis Ocasio 

Cierra Pearce 

Alizehia Pimentel 

Patrick Pittard 

Danny Robu 

Janellis Rodriquez 

Tiara Rodriquez 

Eli Samudio 

Angelique Southwell 

Megan Talley 

Abel Todd 

Gloria Trejo-Cabatsky 

Alex Urteaga 

Coraliz Valentin 

Cade Vitale                                                

Tamia Williams                                        

March Kindergarten Citizens of 

the Month  

Sponsored by the SCC Pizza Hut 

Jevon Ball, Jalen Bing, Kerrigan Blakemore, 

Dylan Cutcher, Taylor O’Neal,  

Gabrielle Racine, Alexa Schilling,  

Isabel Schultz, Stephanie Trinidad, 

Katelyn Wood  
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Show your school spirit and come 

to East Coast Pizza on May 11th 

for the FINAL Spirit Night of the 

year!   

We THANK East Coast Pizza for 

ALL your support this year!   

March Terrific Kids   

at Collins Elementary sponsored by the 
SCC Kiwanis Club, Casper’s McDonald’s, 

Ruby Tuesday and SweetBay 

SHOW COLLINS SPIRIT!   

Maranda Archer                                              

Kayla Argudo                                                   

Miranda Bernier                                              

Angelina Betty                                                  

Cory Burleigh                                                  

Gelayza Cabreros                                            

Christopher Caporaso 

Adam Colantuoni 

Kylie Cooper 

Megan Dixon 

Kayleen Drada 

Mackenzie Eitel 

Marc Flores 

Marina Groseclose 

Aidan Hashem 

Haylee Hauhuth 

Maxwell Jurgens 

Hannah Koedel 

Emma Levitt 

Bobby Lewis 

Abiel Lopez 

Joshua Lopez 

Blake Lovelace 

Rebecca Macchione 

Jasmine Moses 

Jessmyn Nguyen 

Michelle Nguyen 

Brandon Noe 

Keith Norates 

Jenessa Ortiz 

Fernando Palacios 

Jacey Paleveda 

Aidan Parshad 

Lauren Parziale 

Shivan Patel 

Sully Racine 

Taylor Randall 

Megan Rivera 

Andrea Rodriquez 

Jessica Rodriquez 

Dalton Skasko 

Alexis Smith 

Kayla Smith 

Justice Sniffen 

Madison Stiles 

Niaya Velasquez 

Ja’Meyra Wallace 

Ariah Woods 

Elijah Wordly                                            

                                           

                                                                                             

TEACHER/STAFF APPRECIATION WEEK 

MAY 2-8 

~  A teacher affects eternity; he can never tell where his influence 

stops.  >Henry Adams 

~The best teachers teach from the heart, not from the book. >Unknown 

~Teaching is the profession that teaches all other professions. >Unknown 

~Appreciation is a wonderful thing.  It makes what is excellent in others 

belong to us as well.  >Voltaire 

~The mediocre teacher tells.  The good teacher explains.  The superior 

teacher demonstrates.  The great teacher inspires.  >Wm. A. Ward 

~  THANK A TEACHER 

Greetings from Collins Cafe, 

     Where did the school year go!  Wow, can you believe we are finishing our 5th 

year at Collins? The children that started in kindergarten in August 2005 will be in 

the 5th grade next year. 

     It has truly been a pleasure to my staff and I serving our students breakfast and 

lunch and watching them grow up. 

     We had a wonderful time during our Dining with Dads Lunch on April 23rd. It 

was a great turnout and the kids, as well as their invited guests, were very happy. 

     If anyone would like to request a refund we have special forms that need to be 

filled out.  Usually the middle of May is the cut off date for refunds. 

     I still have many negative balances that need to be paid.  Payments for these 

balances can be made up to the last day of school.  Please remember that both 

positive and negative balances will roll over to next year. 

     I will be working Monday-Thursday during the summer if you have any 

questions or concerns.  Please feel free to call me.  I will be more than happy to 

assist you. 

     The 2010-2011 looks to be another exciting school year with new menu items, 

new promotions, Muffins with Moms, Dining with Dad, Grandparents Breakfast, 

etc.! 

     My staff and I would like to wish you and your family a very safe and happy 

summer vacation. 

     Til’ next time…. in August. 

Always, 

Susan Paszkowski, SNS Manager 

CONGRATULATIONS!!! 

THANKS TO THE ENTIRE FAMILY OF COLLINS ELEMENTARY, 

THE PTA WAS ABLE TO RAISE ENOUGH MONEY FOR A 

SUNSHADE OVER THE K-2 PLAYGROUND.   

Please keep in mind that there are many County Codes to follow as we 

work on the next step towards installation.   
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SHAW REALTY GROUP  

Dennisse Nieves  

Residential Property Specialist  
 
Cell:   (813) 727-2326  

Office: (813) 671-5555  

Fax:    (813) 856-4502  

dnieves_realtor@yahoo.com  Se Habla Español  

www.affordablehomeintampa.com  

IDENT-A-KID 

The IDENT-A-KID Program will be at Collins on     

Friday, May 14th to PHOTOGRAPH, FINGERPRINT, 

WEIGH and MEASURE children.  Participation in the 

program is at the individual Parents’ option.  A fee will be 

charged and the parents will be provided with a laminated 

wallet size ID CARD (similar to a Driver’s License) with 

information about their child.  An Application Envelope 

with additional information about the IDENT-A-KID 

Program will be sent home with the children about one 

week before the program date.  Siblings are welcome on 

day of program. 

 

Hillsborough County 

Elementary Mathematics Council 

MATH AT THE MALL 

Students of Grades K-5 

Join us on an exciting Mathematical Journey!! 

Where:  Westfield Brandon & Westfield Citrus 

Park 

When:  Saturday, May 8, 2010 

Time:  You’re welcome anytime between 

10:00—2:00 pm 

Come to:   Pattern Land..Geometry 

Land..Number Sense Land..Measurement 

Land..Data Land….. 

Come join some of our Collins Teachers who 

will cheer you on….Ms. Bihlmeyer, Mrs. Dwyer, 

Mrs. Edgar, Mrs. Lewis and Ms. Scipione...to 

name a few…. 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

IMPORTANT 

REMINDER to 

sign the Agenda 

DAILY... 

 

      1  Discuss what 

cooperation 

means as a 

family. 

2  TEACHER/

STAFF 

APPRECIATION 

WEEK   

MAY 2-8   

3 KCOTM 

 

Boy Scouts to 

visit Gr. 1-5 

4   BE SURE TO 

THANK A 

TEACHER!!!! 

5    Early 

Release    

12:15 

6  Terrific Kids    

8:30                    

7  Courageous/

Good Sport 

Students 8:30 

 

HAT DAY 

8  Talk about 

why cooperation 

is a must! 

 

Math at the Mall 

9 10  11  Boy Scouts 

evening program in 

Cafeteria 6:30p   

~Cookie Dough  

~East Coast Pizza 

12 13  14  IDENT-A-KID 15  Identify 

famous people 

who show 

cooperation. 

16  Thank you to 

Young Smiles 

Massage for your 

generous donations 

during Staff week! 

17 18  Spring 

Music Program 

7:00pm 

19 Volunteer 

Breakfast in 

Media Center 

9-10:30am   

Early Release 

20 21  22  Check out 

books that deal 

with cooperation at 

your public library. 

23  Thank you 

RAYMOW for 

your support to 

Collins! 

24 25 26 27 28  Gr. 5 Banquet 29  Create 

family jobs and 

put cooperation 

to work. 

30 31 

NO SCHOOL 

Memorial Day 

     

MAY 2010 
WORD OF THE MONTH:  COOPERATION    

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

 

 

 1  2 3 4   Gr. 5 Field Trip 5  Discuss what 

integrity means. 

6   HAVE A 

WONDERFUL 

SUMMER! 

7 End of Year 

Awards 

Gr. K  8:30 

Gr. 4  9:15 

8 End of Year 

Awards 

Gr. 2  8:30 

Gr. 3  9:15 

9 End of Year 

Awards 

Gr. 1  8:30 

Gr. 5  9:15 

10  LAST DAY 

OF SCHOOL      

EARLY 

RELEASE….. 

11  

CONGRATS 

TO OUR 5TH 

GRADERS!! 

12  Identify ways 

each family uses 

integrity on a daily 

basis. 

JUNE 2010 

WORD OF THE 

MONTH: 

INTEGRITY 

Memorial Day is a day of remembrance.  

Let’s reflect and honor those who have given 

their lives in service to our country.  All gave 

some; some gave all. 

THANK a staff member of Collins!  Each member plays a 

tremendous part in the daily success of Collins 

Elementary School!!  We are the BEST!! 
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Sue Chapin, Counselor 
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